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Leonardo McClarty, President/CEO     

 

Dear Mr. McClarty, 

Thank you, for the opportunity to share with the Howard County Chamber of Commerce. It is 

quite daunting to share in 250 words from a 450+ word question. Any further elaboration will 

hopefully be shared in our community forums.    

 

Vision for Economic Development 

My vision for continuing the prosperity of economic development in Howard County builds on 

the sound financial rating given to the county. The growth in our County is based on its 

reputation of good schools and numerous amenities, to name a few.  

One significant accomplishment during my term will be to help continue the County’s Smart 

growth, strengthening education standards, improving safety of our citizens, and reducing 

burdensome mandates/regulations.   

One challenge to anticipate in our County that will require a different approach is knowing that 

rigorous academic requirements will be needed for the large employers Johns Hospkins and Ft 

Meade. This is applicable, as well, to the burgeoning private business sectors.     

 

Budgeting and Fiscal Prudence 

The biggest challenge for the County budget is overcoming its dependence on mainly the 

taxpayers and the use of Education funds. These make up the bulk of revenue and 

expenditures. We need other sources of revenue which would help reduce the tax burden on 

its citizens and businesses, especially our restaurants, which need some recovery time from the 

pandemic closures. 

 

 



 

 

 

Development and Regulatory Environment 

The Adequate Public Facilities Ordinance was ostensibly enacted to ensure proper development 

but its many exemptions make it ineffective. A school with 95% population can still have a 

development project based on the loopholes. The Council addressed this concern with CB9-22 

but it does not provide a real fix. The Howard County Citizens Association has produced an 

exhaustive report on the efficacy of APFO. Its recommendations, especially one requiring 

“measurements of requirements, are sound. Economic development must come with 

responsible growth. If school standards are compromised with unchecked growth, we, in the 

long run, reduce one of the largest factors that attract the County’s growth---its schools. 

Our road and transit infrastructure are better than most counties. The use of more electric 

buses and cars as modes of transportation will be useful. An increase in charging stations during 

development will be prescient. A small fee for use could help in generating funding. Alternative 

programs, such as the Bikeshare hopefully will be refunded. 

The Howard County General Plan makes provision for rain gardens and other community 

initiatives. The inclusion of more Open Space areas should be a part of future development. 

Plans to incentivize redevelopment of existing commercial properties will help keep our older 

villages relevant. Community Learning centers and small business sites are important 

developments in revitalization efforts.  

The re-writing of zoning and land use regulations should be based on the use of “measured 

requirements” as previously recommended for APFO. These “measured requirements” would 

be priority during my tenure. From responsible land development our County would see the 

Smart Growth of one of its most valuable assets, its land. 

 

Education 

Balancing Howard County’s educational standards with the needs of our residents and 

businesses are not mutually exclusive of each other. Most businesses and residents are here 

because of our schools. However, reducing academic standards will drastically change this 

balance. Recommendations to reduce tests and grades are not the reasons people flock to our 

County. Future demands will require our children to be literate, numerate, grammar ready. 

 

 



 

 

 

The Board of Education has not shown strength in the area of fiscal responsibility. Our school 

budget is heavy laden on the administration level while our classrooms suffer with the loss of 

para educators and teachers. We have included millions in our budget for 500 new personnel. 

Only 150 are teachers according to projections. With millions of federal dollars given during 

covid, the HCPSS recently requested additional funding. Our tax dollars want results. Our test 

scores must match the incessant HCPSS/Board demands for budget increases. 

The Spending Affordability Advisory Committee should have a representative at the schools 

that would provide first hand source information of the school’s needs. 

Howard County Public Schools are the envy of many districts. Diligence and responsible 

spending will help it to maintain this reputation. 

 

 

Thank you, again, for the opportunity to share. 

 

Sheila Jennifer 

Candidate 

Howard County Council, District 2 

 

 


