
 

 

May 2, 2019 
 
 
Ms. Christiana Rigby 
Chairperson, Howard County Council 
3430 Court House Drive 
Ellicott City, MD 21043 
 

RE: CB20-2019 - 2018 Watershed Safety Act Extension 
 
Dear Councilman Rigby: 
 

Like most, the Howard County Chamber was emotionally torn by the 2016 and 2018 floods that devastated 
Historic Ellicott City. We also share the County Council’s interest in protecting Historic Ellicott City and ensuring 
that new development does not contribute to Main Street flooding during historic storm events.  As such, we do 
not oppose the extension of the Tiber-Hudson Watershed Moratorium. We do, however recommend an 
amendment that will offer some predictability to members of the business community that are making decisions 
based on the moratorium and its duration. 
 
More specifically, we request that the bill be amended such that the moratorium would automatically terminate 
upon the adoption of new storm water management standards for the watershed. This was the original intention of 
the moratorium after the 2018 flood, which is retained with the language of the new bill.  We are confident the 
County Council will work expediently to evaluate the recommendations of the Department of Public Works and 
pass new standards based on those recommendations.   
 
Growth, including residential growth, is fundamental to a thriving local economy. The areas covered by this 
moratoria include some of Howard County’s best schools, best parks, and newest infrastructure.  Our 
understanding is that the Tiber-Hudson moratorium is about protecting Ellicott City and stand strongly with you in 
pursuit of that goal.  However, we cannot support an extended moratoria that is offered for the sole purpose of 
excluding new housing.   
 
We thank you for the opportunity to share our thoughts on this proposed legislation. For questions or comments, I 
can be reached at 410-730-4111.  
 
Respectfully, 

 
Leonardo McClarty, CCE 
President/CEO, Howard County Chamber 
 
CC: Howard County Council 

Howard County Executive 
 Howard County Chamber Board of Directors 


