
 

 

September 10, 2019 
 
 
Ms. Christiana Rigby 
Chair, Howard County Council 
George Howard Building 
3430 Court House Drive 
Ellicott City, MD 21043 
 
RE: CB 42 – Developer Surcharge Legislation 
 
Dear Councilwoman Rigby: 
 
The topic of school construction, funding, and development has been permeating throughout 
Howard County for the better part of two years. The subject has impacted the Adequate Public 
Facilities Ordinance (APFO) resulting in the extremely stringent policy we operate under 
currently. On August 23, the Council filed CB 42, which if passed, would raise the fee to $6.80 SF, 
an increase that would make Howard County the highest in the state and increase the price of an 
average new housing unit by approximately 4% ($28K). Proponents will cite the fact Howard 
County’s current fee is significantly less than neighboring counties. What is not stated is that not 
all counties calculate their funds the same. Some, like Howard County make the assessment on the 
square footage bases while others on the number of units. Besides the surcharge, Howard County 
assesses fees for roads and Moderate-Income Housing Units (MIHU) whereas other jurisdictions 
have lump sum fees.  
 
Beyond fee calculations, the Chamber is concerned that the proposed legislation will impact future 
development and housing affordability which impacts roads and talent attraction when employees 
are forced to live a significant distance from work. Specifically, it impacts those in the middle-
income housing bracket ($300K - $500K) as the average new home in the county is $700K. This 
leads to our next concern in that this is a regressive tax that disproportionately increases housing 
cost for those on the lower end of the cost spectrum.  
 
Previous concerns aside, the Chamber is also concerned in that there has been not been a publicly 
released fiscal analysis further justifying the $6.80 fee and the corresponding $150M anticipated 
revenue figure.  

https://apps.howardcountymd.gov/olis/LegislationDetail.aspx?LegislationID=12334
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The Chamber understands the conundrum the Council is facing in funding education facilities. 
However, we must remember the county didn’t come to this fiscal challenge overnight. Nor did it 
arrive at this situation on the backs of one group. Consequently, the solutions should be 
comprehensive in nature and contemplate a multitude of options.  As such, the Howard County 
Chamber respectfully ask that you do not pass this legislation in its current form.  
 
Respectfully,  

 
 
Leonardo McClarty, CCE 
President/CEO, Howard County Chamber 
 
CC: Dr. Calvin Ball, Howard County Executive 

Howard County Chamber Board of Directors 
 Legislative Affairs Committee 
 

 


