
 

 

September 10, 2019 
 
 
Ms. Christiana Rigby 
Chair, Howard County Council 
George Howard Building 
3430 Court House Drive 
Ellicott City, MD 21043 
 
RE: CB 38 – The Patapsco Lower North Branch Bill 
 
Dear Councilwoman Rigby: 
 
Throughout its history, Historic Ellicott City has been prone to flooding. Floods of 2016 and 2018 
have many calling for more stringent requirements to development impacting the historic district. 
Since 2018, a development moratorium has been in place for the historic district until further 
studies could be completed. Like many county residents and property owners, the Chamber agrees 
that the historic district and surrounding neighborhoods are jewels that should be protected.  
 
As with most legislative matters, it’s not the intent that is questioned but rather the details. What 
started out as protecting Historic Ellicott City from flooding has seemingly expanded to the entire 
watershed and now impacts both Ellicott City and Elkridge. It is important that legislation balance 
environmental concerns with business and marketplace realities. In our opinion, this legislation 
does not do that.  
 
If the legislation before us passes, the County stands to be impacted in a myriad of ways. This 
legislation prohibits an inordinate amount of commercial and residential activities thereby 
impacting land usage and redevelopment in Route 1, a key commercial thoroughfare. There are 
also inconsistencies with previously adopted county policies and plans. Albeit years on the 
horizon, this bill threatens key public facilities yet to be built in the Elkridge community namely 
that of HS 14. It also impacts utility maintenance and infrastructure expansion. Lastly, it lessens 
the value of land because of the increase percentage of land now dedicated to easements.  
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For the reasons outlined above, the Howard County Chamber respectfully opposes CB 38 and 
request a “No” vote.  
 

Respectfully,  

 
 
Leonardo McClarty, CCE 
President/CEO, Howard County Chamber 
 
CC: Dr. Calvin Ball, Howard County Executive 

Howard County Chamber Board of Directors 
 Legislative Affairs Committee 
 

 

 

 

 


